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COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA
2019 GOVERNOR'S TRANSPORTATION SAFETY AWARDS
CALL FOR
NOMINATIONS
Deadline: Friday, March 15, 2019
The Governor's Transportation Safety Awards recognize those who have made contributions to highway safety in Virginia.  This program is sponsored by the Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles, Highway Safety Office.  Awards will be presented from nominations submitted in each category as described on page 2.
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WHY NOMINATE?
In today’s fast-paced world of increased travel on Virginia highways, it is important to remember motor vehicle crashes are a leading cause of injury and death for all ages.  Being recognized for the work and commitment as a result of efforts to reduce crashes, injuries and fatalities can set you or your organization apart from the rest, and can reap many benefits:
♦         It positions your organization as a leader in your field of expertise
♦         An award elevates your organization by being recognized by the Governor’s Office 
♦         Winners of these awards are often featured in the news media
♦         An award boosts morale among employees
♦         Preparing the nomination allows you to study your organization’s goals, objectives and progress
Highway safety activities and programs must have taken place during calendar year 2018. Entries must be received no later than March 15, 2019.  Email entries to Audrey Odum at Audrey.Odum@dmv.virginia.gov.
ELIGIBLE PROGRAMS/ACTIVITIES
SELECTION PROCESS
The awards selection will be made by the Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles, Highway Safety Office Selection Committee. Entries will be judged on:
♦         impact on the community;
♦         use of volunteers and innovative resources;
♦         creativity, imagination and uniqueness. 
Nominations should be no more than six pages in length.
Notification: Winners will be notified in late April 2019.
Presentation: Awards will be presented in late May 2019. 
WHO IS ELIGIBLE?
♦         Individuals         ♦         Organizations
♦         Businesses         ♦         Government agencies
Nominees must have made an outstanding effort to change the attitudes and behaviors of motorists leading to the reduction of crashes, injuries and fatalities associated with transportation in the Commonwealth of Virginia.
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Lifetime Safety Achievement
Presented for lifetime achievement within the highway safety arena in the Commonwealth, this award recognizes outstanding, long term efforts by an individual who has made a significant impact on highway safety in Virginia. 
Commercial and Fleet Transportation Safety  
Presented for contributions in furthering the safety of the commercial vehicle and/or fleet safety through educational programs and activities.  This award is presented to a public or private organization that demonstrates significant commitment and effort to improving safety among its employees and/or riders through innovative, highly impactful programs.
Communications and Messaging
Presented to an individual or organization that creates messaging, develops a campaign or employs an outreach method that is innovative, unique and/or persuasive in positively changing attitudes and behaviors towards highway safety.
Community Impact
Presented to an individual or organization for enhancing diversity and inclusion efforts that impact communities  to help improve highway safety related behaviors or directly reduce crashes, injuries and save lives.  This award is presented for specific, unique actions that impact other people in a general or specific context that is related to highway safety.
Emergency Medical Services
Presented to a first responder—individual or organization—for emergency (medical) response initiatives employed at motor vehicle crash scenes that ensure the safety of victims, first responders, and/or other individuals at a crash scene.  This award is presented for actions at a specific crash scene or for activities or efforts that have a broader impact on improving at-scene safety and/or survivability and injury reduction for victims.
Impaired Driving
Presented for efforts to prevent drunk, drugged, drowsy and/or distracted driving.  This award is presented to an individual or organization for creating and implementing an impactful, unique and/or persuasive project or program to address one or multiple areas of impaired driving. 
Infrastructure Improvements
Presented to an organization or locality for the development and installation of infrastructure improvements that result in significantly improved safety on state or local roads and impact the reduction of crashes, injuries and fatalities in the Commonwealth. 
Innovation in Highway Safety 
Presented to an individual or organization for developing and implementing unique and innovative approaches to improving highway safety through technology, directly impacting and reducing crashes, injuries & fatalities in the Commonwealth.
Law Enforcement
Presented to a law enforcement department or individual for outstanding efforts to promote and encourage highway safety in their community.  This award is presented for activities that demonstrate initiative above and beyond the normal sphere of duties, and that are creative and effective in engaging individuals and groups within the community.
Motorcycle Safety
Presented to an individual or organization that educates motorists and/or motorcyclists about motorcycle safety.  This award is presented for efforts that are effective in increasing motorist awareness of motorcycles, that increase motorcyclist awareness and acceptance of safe riding behaviors, or improve the safety of motorcyclists generally.   
Occupant Protection
Presented to an individual or organization that promotes and encourages the use of safety belts and/or child safety seats through creative and innovative programs and activities.  This award is presented for efforts that demonstrate increased acceptance of the value of wearing seat belts and/ensuring that children are safely and properly restrained in motor vehicles, while also helping to improve the seat belt use rate in Virginia.
Pedestrian/Bicycle Safety
Presented to an individual or organization that improves the safety of pedestrians and bicyclists through creative and innovative programs and activities for individuals and the motoring public.  This award is presented for programs that are effective in encouraging safe walking, safe bicycling and/or increasing motorist awareness of pedestrians and bicyclists, as well compliance with all related traffic safety laws.  
Youth 
Presented to an individual or organization for outstanding efforts that educate and change attitudes and behaviors of youth with respect to highway safety.  This award is presented for programs that are unique, creative and effective in motivating young people and especially young drivers to wear seatbelts, avoid underage drinking and driving, distracted driving speeding and other high risk behaviors.  
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